REMINISCENCES

some tempest of unusual force was raging; but pilots of
this kind axe very rare in the history of statesmanship,
and even in the case of some to whom such praise is
given, it may he fairly doubted whether   favouring
chance had not as much to do as skiH with the bringing
of the ship into harbour.    Sir Stafford's manner as a
speaker was against him in a House which delights in
sudden effects; which is rather impatient of quiet and
philosophical exposition;   is apt to turn its attention
away from that kind of speaking which has been de-
scribed as thinking aloud, and prefers the most auda-
cious paradox   to   anything that  bears   the   faintest
semblance of platitude.   Sir Stafford Northcote's style
was often that of a man who is thinking aloud, and
even where his conclusions proved themselves to be
just, it was not always easy to get the House to follow
his reasoning with sympathetic attention, and wait until
the lesson or the lecture had completed its development.
For myself, I may say that there were very few speakers
in the House of Commons to whom I could listen with
closer attention and deeper interest than I could to Sir
Stafford Northcote.   He was not an orator in the higher
sense of the word, and never professed to be anything
of the kind; indeed, he had not the voice or the manner
which is necessary to make a Parliamentary orator.
Undoubtedly, a man may hold a Parliamentary assembly
at will, and compel it to listen in breathless attention to
all that he has to say, even though he be wanting in all
the graces of elocution.    Sir Stafford Northcote had a
far better voice than Sheil, a much better manner than
TMers, and he had none of the defects of articulation
which told so heavily against Edward Bulwer Lytton;
and yet Sheil, TMers, and Lytton could hold great
Parliamentary assemblies enthralled.   I am inclined to
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